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IDEA 6

Mirrors and artworks may be the
obvious choices to hang above
a mantel, but why not think outside
the square and turn a functional
inspiration board into a fabulous
feature (see "Make")? This is a great
idea for creative types, or those who
have no offrce space. Be selective
with what you choose to pin up * wads
of recerpts and bills are not the most
aesthetically pleasing items to
display. Postcards, Polaroids,
stylish invitations, pretty
stationery and inspirational
tear sheets from magazines
can all work well.

Colour-
coordinate items on your board
with the pieces displayed on the
mantel. An easy way to do this
is through book covers,
flowers, and pictures

and postcards on
your board that can

be easily updated. O
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White & whimsical
London mantelpiece in irriitlLrL'

uiniro $499. ano L ux Fire insert
$fag, eecotrect'ons ON MAIITEL

i,-n,uo" ..-"t.' $4O Camoerwetl

HrrrrkELs. ftaOitional Hurricane candle

,Jl-'

I

tn;-

l.r

.tlj

U^Xt sut tha thaua

m

IDEA 5 ("uo"')

This PrettY disPlaY ts great for

those wantlng to achieve a

country cottage feel in their

home. The roughlY rendered

painted brick wall and creamY-

smooth white mantel are the

perfect blank canvas to

showcase an eclectic mix

of items. Choose Pieces with

a neutral, Pastel colour scheme

to suit the soft-and-sweet theme'

The idea is to keeP the display

looking informal and relaxed'

as though You've been adding to

it for years. To achieve this' group

similar items together to create

a series of vignettes' like

our cluster of wooden trinkets

and candle votives We arranged

our Pieces on the mantel in

a descending order' with

the vase of duskY Pink roses

)is7l favorntz Thotos

whimsical wall disPlaY
o 

"trl"o 
oi qr".t droplets threaded throuqh

i*i"" 
""0 

t-xed to the wall with maskinq

i"l" Jot an original and crealive louch

to the rough-rendered bricks'

Handblown glass droPlets'
S4 each. Heiveit tn Earth Tn'ine'

$3.50 a ball from newsagent'

drawing the eYe to the right of

the scene, and gentlY staggering

down to the small vintage camera

at the opposite end A stack

of books with iust the white

parts showing can make a great

platform for a cluster of candles'

and is an easy way to change the

height of the display Think about

how You space the items' too

- there needs to be a slight gaP

between each grouP so it doesn't

holder, $10, and Pillar 30-hour

candle in Crdme' $3 99' Dusk'

nl"iuou" candle. $gO Sludio lmports

nllrn"ff" oux bowl. $79 95 and Wavsun

laroe vase (holding Davld Austin roses
qr"n Fl.*",. Bvleresa) $49 95

t-o'rn,tu nouo ix lttt"t block $40

6lJiim"rni.ore vintage cotton spools

tr.m markets. Classic roLlnd votive

canate in Clear (just seen) $8 95'

Oueen B. AcrY|c tile Picture
(3ocm x 3ocm)' $178 Lumi Trles

ialo avairaore 'n 
other siles): supply

yow o*n image for a tile to be made'

look too busY A string of glass

droPlets (see "Make") along

with a vintage'stYle Postcard

attached to the wall with Blu-Tak

are novel disPlaY ideas that

comPlete the whimsical look'

tlispiaY tiF Don't line Your items

up PerfectlY on the mantel as this

will result in a too structured "try

hard" display. And, don't overdo

it - combining too manY media

will create a cluttered effect'

t$$
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IDEA 3

A mirror is a classic accent Piece

for a mantel, and for good reason

- it bounces light around the room'

creates a feeling of space and helps

bring the focus to the mantel display'

We proPPed an empty ornate
frame (see "Make") against the

mirror to create a laYering effect
and then added a few well-chosen

accessories. The overall look is

subtle, elegant, and achieved

by keePing things simple'
'w _ J

It's the contrast in textures -, -

and finishes that makes

this arrangement effective'

A large vintage bottle in the centre

and two chairs either side Provide

balance and harmonY.
. j.'. , lt Your frrePlace is no

longer functional, use lI as a mini

library - stack books to give Your

room a "novel" Point of interest'
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make
Painted flame
Paint an old empty frame

the same colour as the frame

of your mirror, and then ProP

on the mantel with one side

overhanging slightlY The

ornate frame contrasls with

the sleek lines of the mirror.

You could add a smaller

frame in a different style

to add an extra layer'

Frame, $8 from garage

sale, painted in Wattyl

Aqua Trim in Magic Whlte



IVANTELPIECES can be tricky
to decoraie. They often end up

a dusty ledge with a couple of
candlesticks, a vase, or a few
family photos. Worse case, they're
a dumping ground for keys, mail

and general clutter. lf your mantel
is looking more eyesore than
eye-catching, read on.

we're loving
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Wallpaper panel : i
Make a striking backdrop by papering the seciion dirbctty 6nove tne 

'

mantel. Create a border with a decorative wall trim (see porta.com.au).

Wide Stripes wallpaper in Black & Silk Road, $i50 a jO.sm roll, porter's paints.

Statement stripes (above)
London mantelpiece in Antique White, $499, and Lux Fire insert, $349,
Fecollect ons. Vintage enamel pendant lampshade, $125, That Vintage Store.
ON MANTEL Mercury glass urn with insert, $249, and antique Uzbekistani ceramic
bowl, $99, Caravan lnteriors. Magnolia leaves, $22 a bunch, and purple
hyacinths, $15 a bunch, Flowers By Teresa. Books from Borders, covered in black
wrapping paper, $4.99 a roll from newsagent. Newgate l\,4ini Napo eon alarm clock
$89.95, Outliving. V ntage teapot (lust seen), $50, Mitcheil Road ALrction Centre.
Wall painted in Wattyl lnterior Des gn i.d in Freesia.

IDEA 1 (,.,*r

For a rustic vintage look, animal

s mrxed with antique

and elements from nature,

as the bird's nest, work well

everyday pieces,
the glass cakestand (see

and science beaker and
thern in a decorative manner

you've decided on your

items to display, arrange

casually - overlapping,
stacking - then

in a few smaller objects that
rn with your theme. We used

ts and vintage-style stamps

out the word "HOME')

a cute touch. When it comes
floral arrangements, country

or a few small branches
leathers arranged haphazardly

a v ntage bottle or jug, will keep
look laid-back and rustic.

tip Choose items that

a common theme and fit
style of the room, but also

your rnterests

EA 2 (righrl

the wa I become the focal

of the fireplace by using
wallpaper panel

"Make") as a backdrop.

traditional use of a clock for

a mantel never goes

of style - choose classic or
ary to suit your theme

and whlte accessories will

beautifully with the paper,

look too matchy-matchy, so add
a few pops of colour - through
flowers and a statement ornament

to bring the display to life.

A large structural plant in

a striking urn at one end of the
mantel adds interest and draws
the eye, while a pendant light,
in coordinating colours to the
backdrop, ties the look together.
Decorating tip Be bold with
your wallpaper choice for a

wonderfully dramaric effect. +you don't want the display to



a cute and quirky arr

stacking a few of your

in a glass cake dome
of three always works wdll

Nancy cakestand & dome

Peg card
This card looks like lt has

been pegged to the wall,

but it's simply stuck on

with Blu-Tack. Easyl The
wooden clothespeg and
birdhouse design on the

recycled kraft card tie
in nicely with the rustic/

nature theme,

Me And Amber "Bird

House" card, $9, Planet.

. S44.95. Freedom{f''
r.t j.L'
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HOW TO DECORATE & DISPLAY


